Morbid obesity: cardiac evaluation and function.
The pathophysiology of heart failure in morbid obesity differs from that found in other types of cardiac disease. This article attempts to clarify the myocardial and hemodynamic derangements in morbidly obese subjects. A diagrammatic schema is used to demonstrate the relationship between abnormal function and signs and symptoms of cardiac disease. Noninvasive methods show promise in documenting the effect of enforced weight loss on cardiac function.